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MR. WALL: Good evening | adies and
gentl enmen, on behalf of the Mayor and Counci l
especially for the future of North Arlington, all
t he young | adi es and gentl|l enen who are here, your
presence is nost appreciated.

This is a Special Meeting of the
Mayor and Council regarding Allan Park. There is a
presentation to be nmade regarding Al an Park.

W do have sone very sinple and quick
busi ness to conduct on behalf of the Borough of
North Arlington but it will only take a short while.

SO we appreciate your patience as we
conduct the brief business.

W do have a court stenographer here
today so your invited cooments will be nade a natter
of record just so you are aware. And we do want to
hear fromall the fol ks who have a stake in this or
issue, that's all part of a transparent, open
gover nnent process.

So | just wanted to the nmake that
comment on behal f of the Mayor and Council .

|'"'m Terence Wall, the Borough
Adm ni strator and Borough d erk.

So then we will now, with the

perm ssion of the Mavor and Council, call this
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nmeeting to order.

This is a Special Meting, Thursday,
March 25, 2010, at seven p.m, or thereafter.

This Special Meeting is being held in
accordance with rules and regul ati ons of the Open
Public Meetings Act of the state of New Jersey.

Adequate notice of this neeting was
provi ded by forwardi ng a Sunshine Notice which
included the tinme, date and location of this public
nmeeting of the Mayor and Council .

MAYOR MASSA: Call the roll.

MR. WALL: Counci |l man Bi anchi ?

COUNCI LMAN BI ANCHI :  Here.

MR. WALL: Council man Hughes?

COUNCI LMAN HUGHES: Here.

MR. WALL: Counci |l man Johnson?

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Here.

MR. WALL: Council man Kear ney?

COUNCI LMAN KEARNEY: Here.

MR. WALL: Councilman Tanelli is excused.

Counci | man Yanpagli a?

COUNCI LMAN YAMPAGLI A:  Here.
MR. WALL: Al so present Mayor Peter C
Massa. Borough Cderk, Terrance Wall. Borough

attorney, Randy Pearce.
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Ladi es and gentl eman,

at this tine,

woul d respectfully request that you shut off all of

your cell phones, pagers and anything that would

cause a disruption for the neeting tonight.

W are having a recorded stenographic

record made of tonight's neeting so,

and anyone

|ater on who is going to be heard, your comments

will be put on the record.

At this time | would |

i ke to ask

everyone to please rise for the Pl edge of

Al | egi ance.

(Whereupon the Pledge of All egi ance

is recited.)

MR. WALL: Thank you, Mayor and Council .

The next item of busi ness are

resol utions on the consent agenda.

Resol ution 94-10 is a

resol ution

regardi ng authorization of paid clains.

Resol ution 95-10 is a
regardi ng approval of purchases over

Resol ution 96-10 is a

resol ution
3, 000.

resolution to

award professional service contract for tax appeals.

Resol ution 97-10 is a

resol ution

regarding a resolution relative to the property

coveraae afforded to Carl os San Post,

4697 Vet erans
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of Foreign Wars by the Borough of North Arlington
t hrough its nmenbership in the South Bergen Mini ci pal
Joi nt | nsurance Fund.

Resol ution 98-10 is a resolution
appoi nting per diem back-up supervisor for the youth
center.

Resol ution 99-10 is a resolution
regarding the transfer of appropriation reserves and
an added itemthat was copied to the Council. It's
Resol uti on 101-10, which was al so a resol ution
regarding transfer of appropriation reserves.

MAYOR MASSA: On the consent agenda,
notion introduced.
COUNCI LMAN HUGHES:  Mayor, point of order.

|"d like to have Resolution 101 deal t
Wi th separately because |I'd |ike to nake a comrent
on it.

MAYOR MASSA: Resol ution 101, Council man
Hughes requested it be voted on separately.

Wth respect to the bal ance of the
Resol uti ons on the consent agenda, notion
i ntroduced.

COUNCI LMAN BI ANCHI :  1'Il make that
noti on.

MAYOR MASSA: Made by Council man Bi anchi
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COUNCI LMAN KEARNEY:  Second.

MAYOR MASSA: Seconded by Council man
Kear ney.

Any di scussi on?
Call the roll.

MR. WALL: Council man Bi anchi ?

COUNCI LMAN BI ANCHI :  Yes.

MR. WALL: Council man Hughes?

COUNCI LMAN HUGHES:  Yes.

MR. WALL: Counci |l man Johnson?

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yes.

MR. WALL: Council man Kear ney?

COUNCI LMAN KEARNEY:  Yes.

MR. WALL: Councilamm Tanelli, excused.
Counci | man Yanpagli a?

COUNCI LMAN YAMPAGLI A:  Yes.

MR. WALL: Next itemis Resolution 101-10
is a resolution regarding transfer of appropriation
reserves voted on separately.

MAYOR MASSA: Mdtion introduced.

COUNCI LMAN HUGHES: M. Mayor, |I'd like to
introduce this notion, but I'd like to explain what
it is.

This Resolution is canceling

appropriations from our 2009 budaet to cover
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expendi tures that were made with the joint sewer
nmeeting |ast year to cover repairs and expenses that
were never covered in a budget or appropriations, so
we're trying to nake whole a |l ot of our contractors
who have not been paid, sone of themas nuch as a
year |ater.

So we are trying to nake sone of our
contractors whole, who diligently come out all hours
of the day and night to repair the facility and they
just haven't been paid in over a year.

So by taking these appropriations
fromlast year's budget, we're going to try and make
t hese peopl e whol e.

Lyndhurst is al so doing the sane
thing on their end to match this anmount. And the
only thing is, this is sonething that going to
deplete our surplus for next year. So it's
sonmet hing we have to do to nmake our contractors
whol e t hough.

MAYOR MASSA: Thank you, Council man.

Second on the Resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN KEARNEY:  Second.
MAYOR MASSA: Seconded by Counci |l man
Kear ney.

Any further discussion?
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Call the roll.
MR. WALL: Counci |l man Bi anchi ?
COUNCI LMAN BI ANCHI :  Yes.
MR. WALL: Council man Hughes?
COUNCI LMAN HUGHES:  Yes.
MR. WALL: Counci |l man Johnson?
COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yes.
MR. WALL: Council man Kear ney?
COUNCI LMAN KEARNEY:  Yes.
MR. WALL: Councilman Tanelli is excused.
Counci | man Yanpagli a?
COUNCI LMAN YAMPAGLI A: Yes.
MR. WALL: Thank you.
MAYOR MASSA: O di nances.
MR. WALL: Yes, Mayor.

This is the First readi ng of

O di nance No. 2047. This is an ordi nance to anend

Chapter 83-20B of the Code of the Borough of North

Arlington entitled "Al coholic Beverages."

Bi anchi .

MAYOR MASSA: NMbtion to introduce?
COUNCI LMAN BI ANCHI : "Il introduce that.

MAYOR MASSA: I ntroduction by Council man

Second?

COUNCI LMAN HUGHES: "Il second it.
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Hughes.

MAYOR MASSA: Seconded by Counci |l man

Any di scussi on?

Call the roll.
MR. WALL: Counci |l man Bi anchi ?
COUNCI LMAN BI ANCHI :  Yes.
MR. WALL: Council man Hughes?
COUNCI LMAN HUGHES:  Yes.
MR. WALL: Counci |l man Johnson?
COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yes.
MR. WALL: Council man Kear ney?
COUNCI LMAN KEARNEY:  Yes.
MR. WALL: Councilman Tanelli is excused.

Counci | man Yanpagli a?

COUNCI LMAN YAMPAGLI A Yes.

MR. WALL: Thank you.

The next two first

readi ngs of

O di nance No. 2048 and 2049 have been w t hdrawn at

t he request of Council for further

information and they wll

be set for

introduction at a | ater neeting.

And Mayor

and Counci |,

backgr ound

potenti al

it

isS nowin

order to begin the presentation of Allan Park,

according to your w shes.

MAYOR MASSA: Wth respect to the
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presentation fromAl|lan Park, | understand a
representative is here fromthe recreation

comm ssion who can effectively introduce the
presentation. O is the conpany here that is doing
it wthout Mke?

PUBLI C SPEAKER: He's here.

MAYOR MASSA: M ke, for the record, please
state your nanme and your official position in the
muni ci pal adm nistration for the record.

MR. TETTO. Mke Tetto, 12 Gecco Terrace,
North Arlington; North Arlington Grls Softball
Pr esi dent .

MAYOR MASSA: Thank you.

MR. TETTO.  For those who don't know ne,
you can tell the ones who do know ne because they
are inuniforns as well. |'mthe president of the
| eague and we have big issue here we asked our Mayor
and Council for help for. That is, we don't have
enough field tine.

| know your main concern is lights on
this ball field. You're afraid of what it is going
to look like and what it's going to cost.

| have a guy here, Matt Sterner, a
technical lighting assistant that says it is not

agoina to affect vour house. You're not dgoina to aet

10
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any light on your property, and it is good for the
world, for the environnent, LED. He'll be able to
explain it nore.

M/ thing is, is you mght not want
the lights, but these kids need the lights. Grls
are the future, kids are the future, that's what |
thi nk. Whether you have grandchildren in town, a
kid in town or you don't have it in town.

It's a park, if we fixed it up, these
girls deserve to play. W don't have enough space
inthis tomm. So |I'masking you guys for your
acceptance of it because these kids really need help
and they have the right, as well as | do as a
t axpayer, |ike you guys have, to play down at that
field.

So hopefully you'll listen to Matt
and you'll like his presentation. There's alot to
| earn because | learned a ot once | saw this. And
if there any other questions, I'll be happy to
answer them

And the other thing is, The Bergenite
is like The National Inquirer. Don't believe
everything you read. The cost of the lights are not
$120, 000.

MR. STERNER: (Good evenina. M nane is

11
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Matt Sterner from Miusco Sports Lighting. | am going

to give you a quick, brief presentation about our
[ighting system

PUBLI C SPEAKER: Coul d you pl ease speak
up?

MR. STERNER: Start off, 1'Il talk a
little bit about our conpany.

W' ve been in business over 35 years.
W're a global conpany. W're regarded as a | eader
in the sports lighting industry.

W' ve done a nunber of high profile
jobs, including New York Stadium the Yankee
Stadium the Met Stadium Cty Field. W finished
up the Redbulls arena in Harrison and the Prudenti al
Center as well.

So we're regarded as the | eader in
the sports lighting industry and we are consi dered

experts. That is at the high profile stage. This

is what we strive for. This is our mssion in every

project fromthe little |eague field all the way up
to a stadi um

After being in business 35 years,
Musco prides itself of providing snoboth uniform
field lighting that's maxi m zes playability while at

the sane tine mnimzes the spill liaght onto the

12
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nei ghboring community.
MR. STERNER: This is tonight's agenda.
W have six topics.

First off, | briefly will run through
our evol ution of our Misco technol ogy, then our
[ighting proposal. Three mgjor nuances with sports
lighting.

Qur solution to those nuances,
setting curfews and then a |list of project
references in Bergen County.

Here's qui ck overview of how we cane
about to where we are today:

Sports lighting started with the
traditional alum num symmetrical dish. It's
basically like a salad bowl with a lanp in the
mddle. It had no light control. It reflected
light everywhere and it was hard to produce.

So as we started making
nodi fications, we added six mrror inserts to help
get rid of the hot spots down bel ow that reflect
Iight straight up.

VW added sone visor nodifications
t hat hel ped reduced the up light. Then we had the
full exterior visor. Then we cane at the |ight

structure areen in 2005. It is a verv sleek system.

13
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It reduces the exposure of the lanp to the naked
eye. It's very aerodynamc with a | ow EPA

COUNCI LMAN KEARNEY: And what does "EPA"
stand for?

MR. STERNER: EPA basically is how
aerodynamc it is. So, in reference to the wind
| oading on the top of the pole, so it's a very sl eek
design that is able to reduce the anbunt of stress
on the pol e foundati on.

So here's sone brief features of our
systemthat | will briefly touch on. | don't want
get into it, because that's not why we are here.

W are the only green technology in
the sports lighting industry, and the reason we're
green is because we can light your ball fields wth
40 percent less fixtures than all of our
conpetition.

W have a industry |eading 25-year
warranty, that includes parts and |labor. So this
systemis going to be hundred percent naintenance
free for the North Arlington organization

W guarantee our light levels on the
field and off the field as well. And we have
wireless nmonitoring systemthat |I'll touch on

brieflv towards the end of the presentation.

14
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So here is our |ighting proposal.
It's going to be a four-pole system Each pole is
going to be 60-foot tall and it's going to exist of
16 total fixtures.

Three on the infields and five on
outfields. 1In terns of photo netrics, you're going
to get an average of 50 footcandles in the infield
and an average of 30 in the outfield.

The reason we like it brighter in the
infield is so the kids have less tine to react to
the ball so naturally it should be brighter so they
can see everything.

Now, this lighting design correl ates
with Little League, ASA and Babe Ruth. W are
official partners with all three.

Basically any |ighting standards that
they put forth through their code of conduct book
was witten by us. So we fully abide by that. And
we understand it's the value and the player safety
awar eness.

So this is the dinensions on the
side. You have a 50 footcandle lighting in the
infield, 30 in the outfield. The infield, the max
ratio, that's your uniformty, is 1.6. W usually

like to aet under two.
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And what that neans is that no point
on the field is going to be doubled to the next
point. So what that nmeans it's going to be a snooth
transition of |ight throughout the entire field.

|s there any questions on this? Fee
free.

PUBLI C SPEAKER: Tell ne about the poles.

MR. WALL: I'msorry. Just in general,
because all your comments are extrenely inportant,
and we want to nake sure the stenographer is able to
do that. So if you can hold your comments so we can
have them on the record for you.

PUBLI C SPEAKER: He asked for questions.

MR. WALL: Yes. You need to wait until
the end. W want to make sure that everything is on
the record. Thank you.

MR. STERNER: Ckay. So these are the
three maj or nuances with sports lighting. You have
spill light, you have glare, and you have sky gl ow.
And I"mgoing to get into all three.

Spill light is defined as |ight
shi ni ng beyond the intended playing area.

You can see in this picture, this is
what you're concerned wth, lighting up your houses,

vour livina roomr wi ndow, evervthinag |like that. It's

16
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1s

gquantifiable; nmeaning | can neasure it with a |ight
meter and it's neasured in the footcandles. That's
the unit of |ight.

Gare is the quality factor in sports
lighting that's caused annoyance, disconfort and
| oss of visual performance. This is very simlar to
driving agai nst sonebody's high beans at the
nighttime. It's visually -- very disconfort.

And this would be associated with a
lumnaire source. This nmeans it's directly
correlated with the lanmp itself.

And sky glowis the bright area in
the night sky which results fromthe light that is
reflected upward into the atnosphere.

Here is an exanple of an ol der system
on the left and you can see the sky gl ow protrudes
fromthese light systens. |It's very bright,
produces a |l ot of glare.

Now on the right side, this is our
light structure green. It's very mniml sky gl ow,
very mnimal glare visually.

And this is our solution. This is
our light structure green on the standard. This
woul d be very typical to what you would see in the

infield, three fixtures.
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You can see with the nounting angle,
the visor will redirect any up |ight back onto the
playing field. This is how we are able to reduce
our glare. This is how we're able to cut off our
spill light onto your property.

Wth sports lighting, it's very
visual, so | have a couple of pictures of before and
after shots to show you what the differences are
that |ight structure green does.

Here's a traditional system
Traditional bulb all the way to the left that |
tal ked about in the beginning.

You can see now a coupl e things.

One, the bank of lights is very bright. It
illumnates the entire tree line and you al so see
dark spots on the field; okay.

Now, with these dark spots, it
creates a strobe effect. So if there is a ball that
goes through there and a child is trying to field
it, it will be dark and then it will be bright real
quickly. And that's a safety hazard.

Now, with the light structure green,
we can see very mninmal glare and the field is very
bright and crisp. |It's just a quick before or

after. It's very visual.

18
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If you concentrate on the bank of
lights, you can see how we're able to redirect that
light and reduce the anount of glare. And you can
see how nmuch brighter that field is.

Here's another before and after.

This is our prior system Lights up all these
school buses, the street, very visually blinding.

The light structure green, the schoo
bus is all dark. Very mnimal spill light onto this
road here and the light source is concentrated onto
that playing field.

Here's one nore before shot. Lights
up this entire field back here. The after shot is
conpletely dark, light is concentrated on that
pl aying field.

So this is our solution. So this is
our spill scans, we call them and what it is a
bl anket grid all the way out to zero. And these are
all footcandles at a 15-by-15 grid.

So what you can see is, so at 15, 30,
45 feet, you're getting 0.9 footcandles, 2.3
footcandl es and 1.7 footcandles. That's di mer than
your average street lanp. And that's about 45 feet
off the property. Then beyond that 60 feet, it's

all zero, 0.5, which is eauivalent to noonliaht.

19
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Now, one thing to take into
consi derati on, when we designed this, our engineers
back in our corporate office in lowa, we don't take
into count any bl ockage. So we're designing this
field as if it is in the mddle of a wi de open
space.

Now, at that |ocation there is plenty
of shrubbery, there's plenty of trees, there's
fences that will help mnimze these |ight |evels
even further.

And here is an aerial shot over the
light structure green on these fields. You can see
how the lights really concentrate on the pl aying
field. 1t's very dark in its surroundi ng.

And even between the fields there may
be 30 to 60 feet, and you can also see how it starts
getting dark in between.

This is our control link system and
this will allow North Arlington to control and
monitor the system \What this is, is they will get
a user nane and password. They can go on and log in
weeks in advance when they want the lights turned on
and when they want them turned off.

It's great for setting curfews. So

if vou don't want anv |liaghts on past 8:30. nine

20
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o' clock, they will set their schedule and this wll
cone off every night on tine.

It's controlled wirelessly through a
digital connection. W programit from our hone
base in lowa. W cover all comunications cost. So
they can do it on-line, you can e-nmail it, you can
fax it, or we have an 800 hotline nunber that's
staffed 24/7. So they are always wthin reach this
control system

They can sinply call up on the roof,
give their user name and password and access the
| ights wherever they are at; okay? So this is a
great tool to assure you that no lights will be left
on |later than the intended play.

Here's a map with 2008 of all the
control link installations across the country. You
can see the northeast part of our country is a big
user of Control Link.

The last slide. This is our project
references in Bergen County with our light structure
green.

Now, down in North Arlington, the
Little League, they have our prior technol ogy, but
these are all the light structure green technol ogy.

So there's plenty of fields around that vou can ao

21
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visit.

Like | said before, lighting is nore
vi sual than anything, so you need to see it wth
your own eyes and see our spill where it cut offs.

MAYOR MASSA: At this point I'mgoing to
open the floor to questions fromthe nenbers of the
gover ni ng body.

So Counci |l man Bi anchi is recogni zed
at this tine.

COUNCI LMAN BI ANCHI : | just have one
question. The list, | can't see it fromhere. |'m
on the side. But do you have a witten |list of
those towns that have it in the area, because |
would like to visually see it nyself? Slides are
one thing, but visual is better.

MR. STERNER: | can easily provide you
with a list for that.

COUNCI LMAN BI ANCHI @ Ckay. Thank you.

MAYOR MASSA:  Any other Councilnen at this

time?

COUNCI LMAN KEARNEY:  Yes.

MAYOR MASSA:  Counci | man Kear ney.

COUNCI LMAN KEARNEY: What was |isted as
nunber four, you had a grid, and you had nenti oned

that 40 feet from where the |liaghts were situated

22
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going back it would be approximately 1.7, 2.3 or 0.9
candl e power.

MR. STERNER: Correct. | believe that's
45 because it's in 15 feet intervals, the grid
spaci ng was.

COUNCI LMAN KEARNEY: At 60 feet it would
be zero?

MR. STERNER: Roughly 0.3, 0.4
f oot candl es, which is equivalent, again, to
moonlight. It's very dark.

COUNCI LMAN KEARNEY: That's all | have.

Thank you.

MAYOR MASSA: Thank you, Council.
Any ot her nenbers of the governing body have any
guestions?

Now, | adies and gentlenen, at this
time 1'"'mgoing to open up the floor to questions
fromthe general public. Wat we will do is,

M. Wall wll have the portable m crophone and
anyone who has a question, please raise your hand.

M. Wall w Il approach you. Just
state your nane and address for the record. This is
a governnment function and we nust run the neeting
accordi ng to Council protocols.

MR. WALL: Thank vou verv much, Mavor.

23
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Bear in mnd, the folks next to you
woul d al so probably like to speak, so to the extent
you can keep the comments short. They are all very
inportant as wel .

| f anyone has a letter that you would
like to be made a part of the official record, you
can read it or in the alternative, if you w sh,
will accept it as clerk and it will be part of the
official record if you choose to do that as well.

Thank you very nuch.

MR. FLUKEY: David Flukey, 10 Vanderbilt
Place, North Arlington, New Jersey. | ama resident
down there.

And to the kids, | lived in this town
all ny life, | played sports in this town, |
under st and your i ssue.

But, first of all, M. Mayor and
menbers of the Council, a prom se was nmade to the
residents of that area that there would be no lights
put on that field ever.

That was done by Mayor Martone when
that field was done. Richie and Joey were firenen
back then and you were a police officer.

So why is this neeting being held

now? | don't know.
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Second off, you have never dealt wth
t he parking issue dowmn there. That is a nmgjor
problem W have a probl em when the ganes are being
pl ayed on the weekends. W have it when the | eaders
are practicing in the August. You haven't done
not hi ng about that.

You haven't done not hing about the
noi se, the PA systemin that field. They play
music. They are loud. And that is in addition to
the lighting problem

We have unruly kids. W live in the
nei ghbor hood; we like our lawms. W'd like the
parents to park their cars properly and not bl ocking
driveways and bl ocking fire hydrants.

The police departnent does not do
their job down there. You call, they don't cone.

| haven't heard any options about
usi ng of Queen of Peace field, which is down the
road, and | think Mnsignor could use sone noney. |
haven't heard any other tax issues here.

This town is broke. [|'Il quote
Ri chi e Hughes, "W don't have noney."

|'"d love to see the kids get a field.
W have the New Jersey Meadow ands Comm ssion. W

have a lot of land behind the cliffs. W have a
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hi gh school field that has broken field seats.

We could use a new high school field
there, too. Get the Meadow ands Commi ssion to build
fields down in the neadows |like they did for
Lyndhurst. Thank you.

MAYOR MASSA: Thank you, sir.
MR. FLYNN: M chael Flynn, 16 Stratford
Pl ace.

M wfe, Chris, and I, we bought our
home on Stratford Place 1997. W have a beautiful
si x-year-ol d daughter, Veronica.

Thank you for the opportunity to
inplore you not to put up these |ights.

If you'll indulge ne for a mnute, |
passed over sone pictures | want you guys to | ook
at. They are pictures | took from ny daughter's
bedroom wi ndow. And you can see the field from
there. It's about 50 feet from her w ndow, from our
house.

You can see on the other side of our
garage. You can see the Anmerican flag. You can see
t he back of the scoreboard. Just to give you a
perspective of how close we are.

As things are now, we hear the PA,

the music, the cheerina, reaularly, but we have
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learned to live with it. That's the price you pay
living next to a softball field.

W try not to | eave our dogs in the
yard when people are on the other side of the fence
wat ching the gane. And there are many tines, many,
many tinmes; |'msure you guys can relate to this
toni ght, when we want to put our daughter to bed,
but we wait because there's a gane or practice going
on around eight o' clock at night.

The people are yelling and cheeri ng,
musi ¢ and going and we say, all right, it's going to
be over soon, let's wait for the gane to be over,
we'll put her to bed and she'll be able to sleep.
Because you can hear the yelling and the scream ng
from her bed.

Believe ne, it's hard enough to get
her to bed as it is. Needless to say, putting up
the lights at Allan Park woul d seriously harm our
quality of life, for our backyard and the back of
our house and Veronica's room are about 50 feet
away. And for all intents and purposes, our house
is part of that field. And, again, Jackie, our dog,
w il bark.

But, secondly, the noise that we now

|l ook forward to endi na around ei ght at niaht, that

2/(



is going to be going on for hours.

So basically this field is surrounded
by people's hones. They are not a bl ock away, they
are in the outfield, they are in the center field,
they're in the bl eachers.

And |I'mjust asking each of you each
on the council to honestly ask yourself, if you were
living in ny house or your daughter or your

granddaughter, would you be putting these lights up?
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| think if you're honest with

yoursel f, you would say of course not. | would ask

you to extend the sane respect, the sane that you
woul d want for your famly to ny famly.
| " m asking you as a father and

appealing to your sense of decency and honor to do
the right thing and not put these lights up by our
house. Thank you.

MAYOR MASSA: Thank you, sir.

MR. WALL: The gentleman is delivering a
letter. We'Il make it a part of the origina

record.

The next speaker. Raise your hands.

THE REPORTER: | have to get you on the
record.

MAYOR MASSA: For the record, M. Wall,
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woul d just like to have the gentleman who is passing
out the pictures identify hinself for the
st enogr apher.

MR. FAGA: Mchael Faga, F-A-GA 14
Stratford Pl ace.

MAYOR MASSA: Thank you, M chael.

MR. FAGA:X M nane is Mchael Faga. |'m
sure nost of you all recognize ne fromthe Pizzeria,
Arlington Pizza.

| first want to say to all the
parents of softball, I'mdefinitely not against
softball. You all know that with ny father and ny
famly's business contributions to every | eague, to
every sport, to every kid in this towmn. W go above
and beyond. W love to do it.

The problemw th these lights are, is
that, all the gentleman stated, 45 feet, there is a
first floor addition on ny house and ny bedroom M
bedroomis 35 feet away from center field,
nmeasur ed.

So right there it shows that the
lights will be in ny yard. 1'mgoing to give the
Council the pictures right now with ny baby, who
will be sleeping. My wife is giving birth in two

weeks, our first child.
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And | feel that these lights -- and
it's not even the lights so nuch, but the noise, how
am| going to put a baby to bed with the girls
playing all night? You said the children are our
future. M kid has to count, too.

MR. TETTO. | understand that.

MR. FAGA: You said The Bergenite is |ike
The Inquirer. |1'mnot worried about the $120, 000.

If you solicited me for nore noney to raise for the
field, I would be nore than glad to give it to you.

MR. TETTO What if you had a daughter and
she had no field to play on?

MAYOR MASSA: The gentl eman has the fl oor.
|"mgoing to ask that no one nmake any comrents while
the gentleman is a making his comments.

| f anyone wants to make any rebutt al
comments, you will have that opportunity |ater, but
this neeting will be held in according to proper
pr ot ocol s.

Thank you.

MR. FAGA: Thank you, WMayor.

M/ problemw th The Bergenite and The
Inquirer, is that you said, you told the Counci
that you only have 50 residents to worry about.

have 200 kids. W count too, just like the airls.
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So they do have to worry about us.

See these pictures?

THE REPORTER: | can't hear you, for the
record.

MR. FLYNN: | also have in this picture,
| ast year when the fence was redone, they cut down
the trees that ran fromny property along the fence.
So | have no buffer, no visual screen, nothing.
Just a clear view of center field in ny backyard,
t hey touch.

So, again, this goes against what the
gentl eman said about trees being all around the
area. Not the case. The town sent the DPWto cut
those trees dowmn to make room for the fence.

Again, | offered to you anot her
solution, 3F, the soccer field down on the hill or
ask the Council to solicit the County Freeholders to
cl ean up county park.

And if you need nore noney and nore
funds to go to donations, you can cone to the
pi zzeria and ask any tinme. As the record shows, we
always give it and I will continue to do so.

Thank you.

MR. WALL: Thank you, M chael.

Next speaker.
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MR. VASQUEZ: M nane is Al dedo Vasquez.
| live at 57 Street and |'ma parent of the softbal
| eague and great supporter of this | eague, and we
have been playing at Allan ever since ny snal
daughter was young. And | do respect the residents
and | do respect their concerns.

| just want to say that | feel that
it's too black and white now. |'msure that we can
come up to sone conprom se.

| know you have a concern, sir, about
your baby and lights, and, | nean, it sounds like a
good tinme to get together for the community.

| know M ke for seven years. He's a
great guy. |If you have concerns about the
fluorescent lights, I'msure we can find sone way to
come up with sone trees and find sone way to reduce
t hat .

|"msure that if we talk to each
other and | think stop talking at each other, we can
cone to a very nice conprom se.

For exanpl e, you were tal king about
the girls playing all night, |I'msure we can cone up
with sone agreenent where there's a curfew, maybe
nine o' clock during weekdays, ten o' clock on

weekends, or sonme kind of conmmrom se.
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But 1"msure there is a way to cone
t oget her because this gane and this sport is
extrenely inportant to us, and not for the Kkids
al one, but for the parents and for the community.
It's a sport that |'ve nmet quite a

| ot of people that unless we are playing softbal

with the girls, I'd never neet. |'ve becone friends

wi th sone of these people.

And as your children grow up, |I'm
sure you'll join the softball |eague, basket bal
| eague, but it's a sport that's going to bring us
toget her nore as a comunity.

And try to find a way to see if we
can cone to sone good conprom se and see if we can
keep pushing this together and keep pushing it
f orward.

And I'mjust concerned that all the

comments that |1've heard are just flapping in the

wind. And | hope we can cone to a better conprom se

t here.
MR. WALL: Next speaker.
I f you would be kind enough to raise
your hand. [I'Il bring the m crophone.

And, by the way, just for all the

chil dren, Mavor and Council, believe vour voice is
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very inportant, too. |If any of the children that
are here would like to speak as well, the Mayor and
Council would love to hear fromyou, too.

M. Tetto.

MR. TETTO Mke Tetto, North Arlington.

Quys, | understand your concern.
under st and your concern. | have over 200 kids and
we have 16 teans. W have a |ot of towns that cone
in and out. W have Parsippany, Livingston.

These towns cone in for a gane and
you have the high school on the field. They are
supposed to be done at six o'clock. They are not
done at six o'clock. They're done at seven o' clock.

Now you have a town that just cane in
from Livingston 45, 50 mnutes away. The girls were
supposed to play at six o' clock. They get two
i nnings in.

" mnot |ooking to put the lights on
every night. That's not what |'mdoing. W didn't
do it for years. Ri ght now we have over 200 ki ds,
16 teans, one field.

What |'mlooking for is if we need
the lights on, we'll put themon, just for the gane.
If you guys don't want the sound system on after

eiaght o'clock, I'm happy with it. | can unpl ua that
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thing very easy. | live down there. It's just a
matter of giving the girls fair playing tine.

| mean, for other towns that cone in
if you had to drive to Parsippany and you went there
and you were there for two innings and they call the
ganme because of darkness, now you've got to drive
all the way back.

The kids don't have enough playing
time. The lights are not going to be on seven days
a week. W're not going to be playing ganes until
el even o' clock at night. |'mnot going to have
nmusi ¢ blasting. | have that respect.

Qpeni ng day, yes, we have the nusic
on, it's the girls' day. The Menorial Day parade,
4th of July, the kids want to go to sleep, we hear
fireworks.

April 10, that's the girls' day.

It's just |ike soneone getting nmarried, that's their
day. They get one day a year. | don't think that's
alot to ask. But | wll work with all the
residents. Any concerns you guys want.

Li ke you said, you guys donate and
help out all the tinme. |1'mvery easy to work w th.
If you want to give ne atine limt, you want to say

ten o' cl ock, boom ten o'clock. |'m not agoina to
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schedule -- we haven't used lights every night for
years, but now, |ike you said, there was a prom se
made. Well, back then we also different style cars,

now have nore kids in this town.

PUBLI C SPEAKER: No, we don't.

MR. TETTO  Yes, we do. This |eague | ast
year had 152 kids in it. This year | have 210. So
each year |'mnoving up and up and up and up. So we
have ot of girls in the |eague this year.

So what do | do? You signed up your
daughter, $65 if you want to play a sport, but then
you conme down, you go, this is ridiculous. She's
pl aying three innings. How cone ny daughter's only
practicing one day a week?

How is ny kid going to get better?
have no fields.

So like | said, | feel your pain and
| understand everything.

What Matt was sayi ng about the four
poles, center field, you' re not going to see
nothing. You're not going to see nothing out there.

The light reflects com ng back from
where the pole was set, that is that candle |ight
that Matt was saying. So dead center field, you're

aoi ng to see nothi na but darkness. Not hi na but
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dar kness.

Left field line, all on that side,
you' re going to see nothing but darkness. The
peopl e right behind first base dugout, right field,
not hi ng, because the pole is facing opposite of you.
There's no glare that's going to go back.

| can understand your concerns;
appreciate it. I'mjust |ooking out for the kids
and | just want to answer sone of the questions |
heard you guys tal k about.

MAYOR MASSA: That's it.

MR. WALL: Thank you, M chael.

MR. TETTO.  Thank you very much.

MR. WALL: Yes. By the way, show your
hands.

Qur youth center director, M ke
Kraft, is here.

Just show your hands so fol ks know
you' re here.

Recreation director, Janmes Hernmann
Jimy Hermann is there. As well as the assistant
recreation director Tower is out here as well, in
the event there are any issues recreational oriented
if you want to ask them too.

V5. PODANOW TZ: H . |''m Beth Podanowi t z

3/
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from 13 Stratford Pl ace.

| am an old-tiner here, too. | was
here when the field was built, and soneone telling
me 200 kids, 16 teans, | feel your pain, that tells
me you don't belong in this field.

It's the sanme argunent we had back
then. This isn't a place for a field. There is no
parking. They're on Stratford; they are in ny
driveway. They open the gate down at the end of the
street and they got cars pulling down and backing
up. We got kids on our street, too.

It's not a place for a field, and it
definitely is not a place for a field with 200 ki ds.
Soneone needs to find an alternative. It's a real

big quality of life issue for us.

VW hear the PA -- I"mon the other
side of Stratford. |'macross the street, and when
I|"'min ny backyard, | hear the announcenent, | hear

the nmusic. W know the cars are comng. W hear
t he ki ds scream ng.

| really want the kids to play
softball, just not 60 feet away fromne. And |
think that the point is it's not the place for a
field. It never should have been put there.

MR. WALL: Thank vou., ma' an.
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Thank you very much. |If other folks
would like to raise their hand that would like to
speak.

MR. GORDANG M/ nane is Tommy G ordano,
31 8th Street.

| can understand everybody's concern
with having lights in your backyard and, yes, you
are correct, there are 200 kids in the softball that
shoul dn't be down in one field.

Unfortunately, there is not enough
fields in this town to facilitate all the children
t hat we have.

The problemthat we have here that |
want to bring up, besides not just lights on the
field, is a safety and health issue. Safety first,
is you have girls playing a sport that is played,
they call it softball, but it is hard.

Wthout practice, these girls are
going to be hurt. W've already had girls get hit
in the nmouth, nose and the teeth, because they don't
have enough tinme to practice to learn how to catch
the ball the right way.

Now, Mayor and Council, | understand
the residents' concern. You have to al so understand

one thina also, vou're aoina to have kids aettina
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hurt playing this gane.

Al so, health issues. Everyone says
go to County Park. | tried. 1've been in this
softball | eague now for seven years with ny kids.
try to go to County Park every day to practice. It
is inpossible.

The goose droppings in the County
Park are such a health issue that |ast year ny
parents told me if | practice down at County Park
one nore tine they are quitting and taking their
kids off the team

| cannot have this anynore because if
the one of the kids get sick or one of the kids get
hurt, 1'mnot being held responsible for this. I'm
refer themto the Mayor and the Council.

And to the residents, which
understand that these |ights mght be a problem and
| agree that there should be other fields in this
town. | feel that this town is actually taking a
step back fromall the neighboring towns that have
new rec fields.

The list that he put up there, we
shoul d be there, because we are one of the ol dest
towns in Bergen County, we should have been there

bef ore ot her towns.
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Unfortunately, for a quick fix, this
is the only solution that this towm has at the
nonent .

So besides just lights on the field,
| just want to tell the Mayor and Council that this
is a safety and health issue for these kids to be
playing with one field, no practice, and to play
sonmepl ace where there's goose droppi ngs sonetines a
f oot high.

(Appl ause.)

MR. WALL: Thank you, Thonas.

MAYOR MASSA: At this tine |'ve been
advi sed by the Council President that M. Hermann is
able to identify sone alternative issues. |1'd like
toinvite himto present those issues.

MR. HERMANN: Sone of the things that
we've done fairly recently is try to use alternative
fields so the residents understand.

THE REPORTER:  Your nane for the record.

MR. HERMANN:  Ji m Hermann, 51 Park Avenue,
recreational director.

One of the things that we tried to do
in a quick manner to accommodate all athletes that
we have is to use alternative sites. W've tried

and we' ve been successful with | ocatina and
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utilizing Roosevelt School, as an exanpl e.

For those that haven't been here for
along tine, a very, very brief history, that was
one of those folk lores. Can't use the field,
nei ghbors are the upset.

Talk to Ms. Green, the building
principal, Ms. Geen, we'd like to use the field
during this tinme.

Jimy, no problem whatever the kids

need.

And there hasn't been any conpl ai nts.

Now, we are not tal king about pitching and batting
the ball over the field. W're talking about the
young athletes that want to go out and find a pl ace
to practice. So that's been one alternative.

W have been able to obtain permts
for the use of indoor facilities, buildings.
Washi ngt on School was obtained in the process of
also trying to obtain the indoors of Roosevelt's
School. After those permts run out, I'll be
witing new permts.

So as a group, as an athletic group,

we are trying to find alternatives for everyone.

It's difficult. The groundswell of athletes, female

athletes in particular., is a agood thinag. It does
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create other issues, which we're all trying to
acconmmodat e.

So for everyone's edification here in
the room we are trying to find as many alternatives
as we can with those alternatives; there's stil
sone chall enges that we face, and particularly in
out door s.

County Park, as Tommy referred to,
Danond Il is the dianond that we've always used in
the past and it is condermed. So that elimnates a
field.

The goose droppi ngs and ot her issues
and chal | enges that the county faces by preparing
the fields for play have al so caused issues.

W are on a waiting list for the
D anond IV, which is the newest dianond down in
County Park on the Lyndhurst side. W're on the
waiting list there.

Dianond V is taken by the Meadow ands
YMCA. They have | eagues that they have, teans that
play on that field. So we're elimnated fromthat
field.

Again, we're trying every alternative
we can, pressing the county governnent to help us in

any manner that they can and we have not received
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ot her answers yet with regards to that. But, again,
we' re maki ng smal |l headway.

But even in the small headways for
these fermale athletes, it becones difficult, and
chall enging to find places for them again, as Tomy
referred to, to get prepared to play the gane.

Practice, getting the understanding
and getting the fundanentals and finding a place
conduci ve to do that.

Thank you.

MAYOR MASSA: Thank you, Jimy.
MR. WALL: Next speaker, please.

Rai se your hand. Thank you very
much.

MR. DOVBROWEKI :  Janes Donbrowski, 404
Ri vervi ew Avenue, North Arlington, New Jersey.

| think it's very good we're having
this neeting tonight, and | think if we | ook around,
we have a beautiful field that is called "the soccer
field." 1t's very under-used.

Now, having lights there could
alleviate all the issues right now that we're
addressing. Wiy there is no lights there? That is
a good questi on.

So | think com na toaether today to
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address lighting is very good for the town. Because
we definitely need nore recreation and we have
Skyl and Park, which is naned after Chief LaSorda's
son who died in 9/11 -- or not died in 9/11, but got
sick hel ping over there at the Wrld Trade Center.
It's a very large field. And if I'm
not m stake, under the original plans, | think there
was supposed to be a softball field built in the far
south corner of the field. So |I know that we won't

play there this year, but we could practice down

t here.

And if I'mnot m staken, as a nenber
of the rec comm ssion, | think one of the main
i ssues was that the softball |eague needed nore tine

to practice, and that was an issue that we tried to
address. So if lighting was put there at the soccer
field, which is not only used for soccer, it's not
their field, it's a town field that everyone shoul d
be able to use.

And, unfortunately, it seens that
that field has becone alnost a like a featumto
people that only want to play soccer there. Now,
people don't want to hear that, but |'m here because
| think it's inportant that we do nore sharing.

| think our new rec director nmade a
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very good point already, because he seens to be
going in the direction to have nore coordi nati on,
nore sharing and if that's done, | think we could
find nore tine for not only the softball |eague to
practice, but basically whoever needs a pl ace.

Because the bottomline in a small
town like North Arlington is sharing. And maybe
this neeting could start an effort to light the
soccer field. And then | know | read about grants
and stuff and | don't know about grants and stuff,
but maybe we can sonehow get a grant to put the turf
down there on the soccer field. Then we have a
mul ti-use field because in North Arlington, we have
no turf.

Now, | know there's budget crunches.
Qoviously, we can't pay for it out of our tax
dol I ars, but sonetines sonething cones up that maybe
we can find a way to get noney through grants. And
al so maybe we can find a way to get sone |ighting
donat ed, because there's about 20 poles in Lyndhurst
that are just standing there not being used because
of the end cap goi ng bankrupt. And those lights
aren't being used.

So maybe the Council through sone

efforts with the HWOC; | think that's the sane nane
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now, but it's the same board, could nake efforts to
get that lighting and put it down in the soccer
field. And then we have a |l ot of places for a |ot
of people to practice.
MAYOR MASSA: Thank you, M. Donbrowski .
MR. WALL: Thank you very much.

Any other folks or children that
woul d like to speak?

Yes. I'lIl go right here and then to
you; okay?

MR. MTTENZWEI: Mke Mttenzwei, 5474
Ri vervi ew Avenue.

It's wonderful now we have this open
forum here. Everybody has sonething to say.
Unfortunately, we're hearing m srepresentations.
It's wonderful to have a pipe dreamto say, we need
to share. There is nothing to share in this town.

My daughter's eight years old and
that's great we have a permt to practice inside at
a school at eight at night to nine at night for
softball inside. That's insane. And how can
sonebody possi ble say --

PUBLI C SPEAKER: Wel | --
MR. M TTENZVEI: Let ne have ny tine.

"Il aive vou the m crophone next.

4¢
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That park has been there a long tine.
Many of you have noved into the nei ghborhood. It's
a park to be shared by all taxpaying citizens.

There is just not enough noney and
enough space to have a pipe dreamto build another
field right now Hopefully the Mayor and Counci
w || address that.

Wiat the real facts are, we have a
[imted budget. This will take limted funds to put
lights up to alleviate a lot of these issues that
we' re facing.

W' re not asking for the lights to be
on until mdnight or eleven at night. |'msure the
rec comm ssion can work with the citizens. This
will not be Mke Tetto, the president, deciding what
time the lights go on and what tine they go off.

Everybody can work together. Maybe
extendi ng the day an hour, an hour and a hal f,
that's it. W can unplug the nusic. That's not an
I ssue.

But the reality is, as the gentlenman
said, | tried to take our girls to that
dysfunctional field that Bergen County owns to wal k
i n goose droppings and nmud, only to get kicked off

the field by Queen of Peace.
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They practice down there and they
pull permts before we're able to pull permts.

So broke as Queen of Peace nay be,
Monsi gnor Padrowski, we are not allowed to go on
their fields. They are their fields and they are
very clear about that. They actually conme onto our
fields.

Just asking you to keep an open m nd
and realize there's really no space in this town.
To rip up that soccer field to nmake a softbal
field, you' d have to destroy the entire field. And
it is used, what, seven days a week? W have people
fromthe soccer association here. They can't get
their soccer teans on now, how are we supposed to
have peopl e playing soccer and softball at the sane
time?

It's just not feasible. Thank you.

MR. WALL: Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MR. FAGA: M chael Faga agai n.

First with the tinme, you have an
ei ght -year-ol d daughter, what tinme does she go to
bed? | don't want to put ny newborn baby to bed at
ten, so even ten o'clock is too late. Even nine is

too | ate.
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M/ wife is a teacher, she gets up at
five in the norning. She likes to go to bed at 8:30
at night, so |I'msupposed to stay up one night a
week, two nights a week, three nights a week, naybe
just one. Maybe one is too much.

| am bei ng open-m nded and | know
everyone, you cannot refute that |I'mnot open-m nded
and that | do not support the town sports.

But everyone here clapping in favor
of the softball, sonme of you I know personally and I
remenber when your kids were born, and | don't think
any of you kept your kids up until ten at night.

| don't think Bell or Tyler -- |
don't think Tyler ever stayed up that |ate when they
were born. [I've known them since they were born.

So you can clap and | understand
where your point is, but you're not hearing ny
poi nt .

And as far as the PA system it's not
one day a week, M. Tetto, it's every Sunday.
work 15 hours a day 85, 90 hours a week, believe ne,
' m woken up every Sunday.

But you know what, | bought the house
behind the field, | knew it was there and |I' m happy

to deal with it and I'm happy to deal with it and
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" m happy to be woken up because | hear the girls
having fun. But now you're asking ne to ask ny
famly to stay up late, which is not acceptable.
MAYOR MASSA: Thank you, sir.
MR. WALL: Thank you very nuch.

Anyone el se?

This gentl eman and then you, sir.

Thank you.

THE REPORTER: |'m sorry. State your nane
for the record, please.

MR. FLUKEY: David Flukey, 10 Vanderbilt
Pl ace.

You think the issue is just the
lights. [It's the lights, the parking, the unruly
kids. I'mtelling you you're not listening. You
haven't cone up with any solutions. Al right.

There is not a solution to the
par ki ng probl em down here. The Mayor and Counci
has to do sonething. There's nothing to do with the
unruly Kkids.

The parents, I'"msorry, they're | oud,
unruly; when they're let go, they are running all
over the nei ghborhood.

You' re not paying attention. You

don't live there. W do. So for the parents, start

bl
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babysitting your Kkids.

And for his guy right here, | |oved
your article. You didn't care about the 50 people
in the nei ghborhood caring about too many kids, you
got to care about the 50 people in the nei ghborhood
because we do not want the |ights.

That was the prom se nade when t hat
pl ace was built. You're forgetting that. And
that's why a |lot of people |live down there, because
we do not have it.

MAYOR MASSA: Thank you, sir.

MR. WALL: M. Flynn.

MR. FLYNN: MKke Flynn, 16 Stratford
Pl ace.

You guys nentioned the idea of
sharing resources. W are sharing themnow. You
guys are down there a lot. You're there until eight
o' clock at night. Nobody conpl ains about it.

| even watch the field, you know, |
see sone kids hanging out there ten, eleven at night
by the rec field, I will call the cops, because |
know -- you know, you guys take care of the place
and you want to keep it up.

So we are not against you guys.

W're all for sharina. But we're sharina now, okay.
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As far as the goose droppings go, you
know, Holy Cross Cenetery, they use those fake dogs,
we can put those up, that will take care of it.

And then when you get down to it,
they were tal ki ng about options and who can do what.
W can't nove. You know, we're in our hones. There
is nothing we can do.

There are options that people are
di scussing here and sone people are just close
m nded here.

Way can't people practice on a soccer
field? What's the big deal? | nmean, that is an
option that someone presented and it seens
reasonable. It beats, you know, having lights and
noi se in ny house until eleven at night.

Thank you.

MAYOR MASSA: Thank you, sir.

MR. WALL: One nonent. [|'msorry.

M SS CALLAHAN. Ashl ey Cal |l ahan, 63
Cant erbury Gardens.

| understand -- and | go to Roosevelt
School and that is not a field; it's a school, and
we have a perfectly fine field at Allan field where
we play softball.

M/ favorite sport is softball and
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you' re saying that we should use a soccer field.
The soccer field is for soccer players and their
favorite sport is soccer.

(Appl ause.)

M SS CALLAHAN:  \Wat about the kids whose
favorite sport is soccer, and now we're taking their
field, that is not favor.

(Appl ause.)

M5. FLYNN: Christine Flynn, 16 Stratford
Pl ace.

I"'ma life-long resident of North
Arlington. | also was with the girls softball in
the eighties and I know half of the kids here from
bei ng a teacher at Queen of Peace G ammar School .

However, what |'mhearing froma | ot
of parents is that as long as it's not in your
backyard, you really don't care.

Not all of you -- | can't tell what
all of you are thinking, but I would just like you
to please |look into your own conscious and say, you
know, if it was ny house, is this what | would want?

Thank you.

MAYOR MASSA: Thank you, ma' am

MR. TETTO W're going to bounce back and

forth all niaht.
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M ke Tetto, 12 Grecco Terrace.

Just to answer real quick.

The soccer field, yes. Drector --
don't know where he went.

Yes, great idea, it's opened for
lights, but ne, nyself, being a coach in soccer with
nmy younger daughter, they practice down there seven
days a week, and, again, it's grass. There's not an
i nfield.

| teach, and a lot of these coaches
teach these kids, you got to know your real estate.
You can throw bases on the grass. You can say
that's shortstop, that's third, that's short, that's
second, first base, but it's not the proper thing to
do.

And getting back, we feel, like I
said, you're paying with the noise and the sound
systemis on seven days a week. Six o'clock at
night, yes, if there's a parent they want to
announce, they announce it for the kids.

Saturday they do it. Sunday they do
it. | was saying that we can shut it off at eight
o' clock at night. | don't care.

PUBLI C SPEAKER: Can | ask you a question?

MAYOR MASSA: Please, sir, vou will have
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your opportunity. M. Tetto has the fl oor.

MR. TETTO.  When you nentioned about
practice, we practice -- our high school -- and you
have to renenber one thing, our high school JV has
that field until six o' clock at night.

You guys said you' re woken up.
You're not woken up by recreation. W do not get
that field until one in the afternoon on Saturdays.
And | don't get on that field, because | give
respect, until twelve on Sundays.

It is true. | run a |league. | have
a schedule. So it's twelve on Sundays, one o'clock
on Saturdays. H gh school has a permt from eight
until noon. That's it.

MAYOR MASSA: Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MR. HAMLTON:. M/ nane is Bob Ham | ton.
617 Stratford Place, North Arlington.

Where do you guys practice now with
16 teans?

MR. TETTO. That's our probl em

MR. HAM LTON: So you can't play; right?
You can't practice any where. You're doing nothing
wi t hout these lights, the season is over; right?

Because vou have nowhere to practice.
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PUBLI C SPEAKER: What did you do | ast
year ?
MAYOR MASSA: | think that issue has been

addressed already. W would like you to hold your

coment s.

PUBLI C SPEAKER: |' m aski ng you.

MR. TETTO. There are nore girls on the
t eam

MAYOR MASSA: M. Tetto, answer that.
Pl ease.

MR. TETTO.  Real qui ck.

Last year, very sinple. This year we
have 16, |last year | had 12; okay. W have 16 teans
average 13, 14 girls per teamthis year; okay.

In practice |ast year, |ast year what
we did was the field that was at County Park existed
| ast year at County Park.

W had nore playing tinme here |ast
year because of JV. The high school was not here.
JV is now down at Allan Park with the varsity. So
they're down there Monday through Saturday. So now
you have varsity and JV, which took sonme extra tine
away fromus. So | increased teans, girls, plus
hi gh school. That's where our thing is.

Here are our fields of practice, |

5/
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have this high school field Monday and Wednesday for
two hours. | have County Park Monday through
Friday. So that is one team And | have Al an
Park, which is used by the high school and for our
ganes.

So there are two ball fields that |
can use to practice. Two ball fields, seven days,
if you want to calculate it, Mnday, Wdnesday, and
Monday through Friday. So 16 teans, one team gets
on the field once every other week. That's our
I ssue.

| " m not saying we're going to have
the lights there to practice at night. W're hoping
to get these other fields at County Park.

Ri ght now we have a problemwth
games. W don't have enough tinme for ganes. W
want to use themfor practices. |If we just started
out sinple. Saturday night, we can do an hour.

| could change ny schedule, |ike Mke
was saying, | don't have to go at ten, | can adjust
and cut ganes down nmaybe a half hour to get nore
ganmes in maybe during the day. O during the week
maybe we can just practice fromsix to eight. Maybe
have the lights on the weekends and maybe not Mbnday

t hrouah Fri day.
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Two nights on the weekend woul d even
help me out. A Friday or a Saturday ni ght would
help me out. W're |ooking for anything.

The lights are only going to be on
for an hour and a half during four nonths out of the
year. |'mnot saying July, August. You're saying
April, My, June. That's it. Three nonths. April
May June.

Qur season starts April 10th. It
ends the end of June. |[|'mnot going July, August,
Sept enber, Cctober. W're just going for that.

| know you're concerned. | live by a
cenetery. |'ve got to listen to bagpipes at 8:30 in
t he norni ng when they're doing a funeral.

| understood that when | bought ny

house. I'mliving next to a cenetery. | have
respect. | can't cut ny grass at 8:30 if they're
having a funeral; | shut the lawm nower off. | hear
bagpi pes, | have little kids, we got to close the

W ndows.

You guys noved next to a park. |
know it stinks. You're concerned, you got a
prom se. Nothing's witten in blood. Nothing is
witten in stone, but | understand what you think,

we have nore kids now. They're our future.
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What do you tell a kid, you can't go
out and play? That's the bad thing.

MR. WALL: Anyone el se?

MAYOR MASSA: | f anybody hasn't been
hear d.

MR. WALL: Mayor, | think we want to hear
fromthe young | ady here who wanted to share
somnet hi ng.

(Appl ause.)

M SS COSTELLANG: Ariel Costellano, 54

Arlington Boul evard.

| understand where everybody is
comng from fromthe |ights and the mnusic, but that
can be negotiated. People here, softball is ny
favorite sport and | don't get to play anynore
because it gets dark. | like to play softball and |

want to play.

If there is lights, it could change a

| ot of things. Everybody here that plays |ikes
softball and they want to play. They don't have a
chance to play because it gets dark.

And | know that you don't want the

lights because it's going to be too bright, babies

can't sleep, but that can be negotiated. W can say

when the liaghts are agoina to be turned off, and the
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speakers can be turned off. | just want these
lights so we can pl ay.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR. WALL: Is there any new fol ks?

W will definitely get back to the
fol ks that spoke before. But are there any new
fol ks?

PUBLI C SPEAKER: | do.

MR. BURNS: Gary Burns, 12 Stratford
Terrace.

Has anybody approached the high
school and said, why can't we use your field at
ni ght since we put the lights down there? That's a
guesti on; has anybody approached the high school ?

MR. TETTO. The high school field is Alan
Par k.

MR. BURNS: No. The high school field
down on River Road. |Is there no way you could
utilize that for sonmething since the lights are
al ready there?

MR. TETTO No. The footage is different,
basebal | is 90, softball is 60. Pitcher's nound,
softball, there is no nound.

MR. BURNS: But et ne ask this aquestion.
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Could you use it for practice?

MR. TETTO.  Yeah, naybe.

MR. BURNS: Wy don't we then approach the
hi gh school and nake that suggestion, since the
lights are already there, you're out of a
nei ghbor hood t hat have been appeased by the fact
that the lights are there.

MR. TETTO. But it's used, the senior
| eague basebal | uses it.

MR. BURNS: At night. How often?

MR. TETTO. That use it at night every
day.

MR. BURNS: |'msure there's got to be --
you know, since we've given up sonething for the
hi gh school down at your field, they need to give a
little something down at their field.

MR. TETTO: | agree.

MR. BURNS: So | think that's a
conversation these gentlenen may have. Just a
suggest i on.

MAYOR MASSA: Thank you.

MR. WALL: The Mayor and Council wanted to
make sure that everyone's voice is heard. So what
we would i ke to do to first is ask, is there anyone

who hasn't spoken, whether it's one of the chil dren
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or one the sports players, students or adults who
haven't spoken before or who would |ike to speak,
and then we'll go back to the fol ks who want to do
sone foll owup and then Mayor and Council w Il bring
it back to the dais.

Here you are.

M SS CARROLL: G anna Carroll, 12 G ecco
Terrace.

kay; | understand that all the girls
who are going to play softball want the |ights on
the field so we can play at night. And | understand
how you're problens are with the babies and the
nmusic, but that also, as Ariel has said, can be
negotiated at what tinme they will be turned off.

And another problemis that we are
sayi ng the goose droppings on the County Park field,
whi ch we can be using for practices, all | want to
say is what would be better, putting a new field on
sonmewhere el se where there's nore houses and wll be
nore distraction or putting the lights on a field
that we al ready have now and using | ess noney?

Thank you.

MR. WALL: Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR. WALL: Anvone in the back?
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No.

Anybody on this side?

Yes. (Xay.

M5. TORRES: H. M nane is Abbie Torres
and | live on 170 Bel nont Avenue.

| just want to say that as
a parent -- first of all, I'd like to ask, the
peopl e who are against this, do you have any
children who are on any the teans especially
softball? Because, you know, as a parent we wll do
anything for our children.

As they stated before, when you
bought your house, |'msorry, but if you bought your
house and you knew there was a field there,
obvi ously, you knew that there was going to be
noi se, there was going to be things going on in that
field.

So, | mean, that's sonething you
shoul d have really considered. Wen we were | ooking
for a house, honestly, if that's not what we wanted
to hear, the noise, the nusic, the kids running
around, well, we | ooked el sewhere.

| really think that as a town, we
shoul d give these kids an opportunity to play.

There is sone really aood airls out here that really
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need the practice, that really look forward to
schol arshi ps, and without the practice they can't
really go anywhere.

My daughter is one that she really
| oves the sport and we try to play wwth her in the
field, but as they nentioned, the goose droppings,
everything, the nud. Wen it rains, you have to
wait a couple days in order for the grounds to be
nice and dry in order to practice.

| just think that we should really
consider giving these people an opportunity. Gve
them a chance. | hear the conplaints and | was just
wondering if the people who are conpl ai ning, do you
have children in this sport? And | really don't
t hi nk you do.

Because as a parent, you would do
anything for these children. Like |I said, we et
them stay until ten at night, to be there a |ong
tinme, just give them a chance, please.

That's all | have to say. Thank you.

MR. WALL: Thank you.
MAYOR MASSA: Thank you very nuch.

(Appl auds.)

MR. WALL: This young lady hasn't had a

chance to speak before.
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M SS BENSI CK: Sabri na Bensick, 220 &old

Street, Apartnent A

If we had the lights on our field, we

woul d have nore practice time. And nore practice
time would take us to chanpi onshi ps and when
everybody enters North Arlington, seeing that banner
wave saying "First Place in Travel Chanpionship," |
think North Arlington would be proud. And if North
Arlington is proud, you know what, we're all happy.
And that's all | have to say.
(Appl auds.)
MR. WALL: Al right.
MAYOR MASSA: Thank you very nmnuch.
MR. WALL: Any other new voices that have
yet to be heard?

kay. Thank you.

M5. FAGA: Danielle Faga, 14 Statford
Pl ace.

First of all, I want to say that
when, three years ago we did decide to buy this
house, we did like the fact that there was a park
t here.

W were also told by several people

intow that it promsed that they would not allow

any niaghttinme liaghts. So we do not have any probl enr
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with the ganmes being played. W actually like the
fact that there's a park there, so when we have
children, they'll be able to play in there.

That's nunber one.

Nunber two, M. Tetto just said that
basically what they're asking for is April, My and
June to have their practices fromsix to eight.
Vell, it's not dark fromsix to eight. So that's
fine with ne. So what is the point for the lights?

And everyone else is saying, well,
ten o'clock will be too late. So what are you
expecting it to be? You're saying six to eight.

MR. TETTO It's six to eight that we play
now, it will be eight to 9:30.

M5. FAGA: That's not what you just said.

MR. TETTO. Well, | apol ogi ze.

M5. FAGA: (Ckay. So, again, | think 9:30,
ten o' clock, | don't even think that -- |I'msure
nmost of your children have bedtines, so that doesn't
seem | i ke an appropriate tine, especially for sone.

Thank you.

MR. WALL: Thank you very much.

Before I go back to sonme of the fol ks
who spoke before, just to confirm is there any new

voi ces who would like to speak for the record?
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(Appl ause.)

M5. DEAL: Lisa Deal, 54 Arlington
Boul evard.

| just want to address a | ot of
people, with all due respect, you're talking about
t he noise and the parking. Wll, the issue here is
the lights. W're trying to cone to an agreenent.

| do understand, but you are talking
about unruly kids. W're trying to keep our kids
involved in the towmn and sports and try to keep them
out of trouble, so, | nmean, you're tal king about
unruly kids, | don't know what Kkids you're talking
about because these kids are great.

And we are trying to support them
And, you know, cone to a softball gane and | ook at
the other towns how they play. Sonetines it's
little enbarrassi ng because we don't have that nuch
field time to practi ce.

If you go to these other towns and
you see these people and these kids the sane age and
the ability that they have. And not taking away
anything fromour kids, because our kids, they're
all talented and they all have heart and dedi cati on.

But if they don't have the tinme to

practice, vou're not aivina themr a chance to ao out
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there and conpete agai nst these other schools.

W are a small town but we want to go
out there and give them a good conpetition and we
want to keep these kids in school. W want themto
go to college and excel and, you know, other people
were nentioning scholarships. But | don't have a
| ot of noney. | want ny daughter to get a
schol arship, so I'mgoing to keep her in softbal
for as long as she can play.

So | understand, you have a baby
comng, if it's agirl, she's going to want to the
pl ay softball soneday, she's going to want sonewhere
to play. And six o'clock, seven o' clock, it's
April, it gets dark at seven o'clock. So just give
us a chance.

There are ways that we can cone to an
agreenent. W are tal king about curfews. The nusic
to nme is not even an issue. W can just shut the
music off; it's not a big deal.

The issue at stake here is the
lights. So the parking issue, if you have an issue
wi th parking over there, that's another town. W
don't have anywhere else to go for the softball

W have other places to practice but

it's very mnimal. So |I'm just askina vou to
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consi der it.
MAYOR MASSA: Thank you, ma' am
(Appl auds.)
MR. WALL: Thank you very nuch.
As | nmentioned before, if are there
any new voi ces, the governing body wants to nake

sure that you feel confortable that your voices are

hear d.
(Appl ause.)
MSS AMOLE: Gabrielle Anole (phonetic).
| just want to say that if we had the
lights and, |ike people were saying, if we had nore

time on the field, we would get better and better.

W just had a scrinmage gane, our
travel team against Rutherford, and they are 13, 14
years old, and we're only 11 and 12, and we, if we
had nore tine, we would have beat them

And if we won the ganes -- if we had
t hat banner, |ike Sabrina said, in our town, our
whol e town woul d be proud that North Arlington
softball girls for once actually won the softbal
chanpi onship in our town.

(Appl ause.)

MR. WALL: Thank you.

MAYOR MASSA: Thank vou, Sir.
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MR. CRELLIS: Govanni Crellis, 48
Schuyl er Avenue.

| just want to say that parking -- we
have problemw th the parking; we can al so car pool
and get less cars into the park so you have |ess
pr obl em

MAYOR MASSA: Thank you, sir.
MR. WALL: Thank you very nuch. Thank you
ki ndly.

Then we're going back to a | ady and
gentleman. W will conclude if there no other new
speakers.

MR. FAGA: Mchael Faga, 14 Stratford.

M. Tetto, | don't want to keep
comng to you, but the last thing that you said with
the curfews -- you do sound very reasonabl e.

M/ problemis this; once the lights
go up, it doesn't stop. The football teans practice
in the backyard, too. They scream they yell, they
do push ups, they do man stuff. | understand,
again, part of the territory living with the field.

Once those lights are up, now they
want to use them That's not your issue, it's ny
i ssue. Your season is done. So it won't be just

four nonths, it will be vear-round.
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And any ot her sport who says, you
know what, we need sone extra nighttine practice,
Al'l an Park.

Again, ny issue, not your issue. SO
you're right, you're only asking for four nonths,
and you are asking to do sone curfews that will all
change.

Just like 20 years ago, they said no
lights. Now that's changing. Your reasonabl eness,
your reasonality will change.

So | do appreciate what you're trying
to do and | think it's pretty fair what you're
asking, but it won't be that for long, it wll
snowball. And it will always be ny problem and only
yours for four nonths.

MAYOR MASSA: Thank you, sir.
M5. FLYNN: Christine Flynn, 16 Stratford
Pl ace.

| just would to like to say that,
yes, ny daughter is six now and | would like her to
be on softball in the town, just like I was. But |
do feel that she's too young for sone of these late
hours, which is why she's not on it yet.

As we approach the sumrer nonths with

the season, thev play until dusk now and it is nine
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o' cl ock when they stop. | know because | waited for
nmy daughter to go bed.

And |I' mworrying about the slippery
sl ope that Mke is tal king about where, you know,
what is it going to |ead to?

You know, you say maybe one night.
Vell, maybe it's going to be one night now and then
sone other team from other town or another school or
anot her | eague wants to use it, and the lights just
make it nore easy to have an expansion all round,

di fferent kinds of |eagues, different nonths of the
year, later and |ater.

So if it's already going until nine
now, what tine is it going to go until? And |like
M ke said, we do have the football teamusing it in
August. And there are sone ot her baseball or
softball teanms that are using it in our nonths.

"' mnot sure who they are, but they
are there later in the summer. |'mnot sure who
they are, if it's Kearney, but soneone else is
there. It's just not just those three nonths.

That's it. Thank you.

MR. WALL: Two nore speakers, Mayor, then
"1l bring it back to the Mayor and Counci |

MAYOR MASSA: Thank vou.
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M SS WERNER: Veroni ca Werner, 3 Berkley
Drive, North Arlington.
| understand your concerns about
this, but |ast year, being in upper division playing
for about six years now, we did not w n against any
other traveling towms. W only won against North
Arlington. That's it. |If we would have had nore
practice tine, we would be able to w n.
W | ost every single gane except
North Arlington. That was it. It rmade ny team
upset anong all the other girls playing all on the
other teans. |It's a very big disappointnent to us.
| know about the lights, we do not
practice past maybe at night, eight o clock. It's
usual Iy the high school or sonebody el se.
That's it.
(Appl ause.)
MAYOR MASSA: Thank you, ma' am
You have one nore person.
MR. WALL: Yes.
M SS ART: Meghan Art, 627 Schuyl er
Avenue.
| understand where everybody is
comng frombut softball, our dedication, and we

want to make our dedicati on even stronager



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Thanks.
(Appl ause.)
MAYOR MASSA: Thank you very nuch.

MR. WALL: h.

|"msorry.

MSS A ORDANO Caitlin G ordano, 31 Lake

Street, North Arlington,

Sof t bal |

New Jer sey.

is really inportant to ne

and all of ny friends that are on ny team and |

really want to have nore practice so that | can get

better in softball and I

all the tine.

just really want to play

So | just want to put in nore

dedication for this and | just want the lights so

that we can practice later and have | ater ganmes and

we don't have to cance

t hem
(Appl ause.)
MAYOR MASSA: Thank you.

Ladies and gentlenen, at this tinme, |

woul d entertain a notion to close the hearing to

citizens.

Bi anchi .

COUNCI LMAN HUGHES: 'l neke that notion.

MAYOR MASSA:

Made by Counci | man Hughes.

COUNCI LMAN BI ANCHI : Second.

MAYOR MASSA:

Seconded by Counci |l man
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Call the roll.
MR. WALL: Counci |l man Bi anchi ?
COUNCI LMAN BI ANCHI :  Yes.
MR. WALL: Council man Hughes?
COUNCI LMAN HUGHES:  Yes.
MR. WALL: Counci |l man Johnson?
COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yes.
MR. WALL: Council man Kear ney?

COUNCI LMAN KEARNEY:  Yes.

MR. WALL: Councilman Tanelli is excused.

Counci | man Yanpagli a?

COUNCI LMAN YAMPAGLI A:  Yes.

MAYOR MASSA: Al right. Ladies and
gentlenmen, I'd like to make sonme coments on what
|"ve heard this evening fromthe nmenbers of the
communi ty.

First of all, we heard the
presentation fromthe conpany that produces the
lights. W heard the presentation fromthe girls
softbal |l | eague and recreation conm ssion, and, of

course, they make conpelling argunents because of

the | ack of practice space and playing space that we

have for the team And this is a very serious
concern that we have and that we want to address.

And very importantly, we al so heard

(6
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the cooments fromthe people in the nei ghborhood
whose lives and |ivelihoods and repose, so to speak,
woul d be affected in what they say in an adverse
way .

It seens to be that presently they
are adversely affected even without any lights. One
of the residents nade comment to the fact that years
ago when the field was put in place in the mdst of
the residential community that prom se had been nade
t here never woul d be any |ights.

| don't have any docunentation to
that effect. The question is, well, why are we here
t oni ght ?

Vell, we are here toni ght because we
want to address that issue, because it's only fair
to give a hearing to everyone concerned with any
type of nunicipal activity or rmnunicipal business
that has to cone before this governing body.

And we have to be sensitive to the
feelings and the needs of everyone concer ned.

On Tuesday, nyself and the Borough
Adm nistrator net with M. Dressler, the Drector of
Bergen County Parks Conm ssion, and he had told us
that the county was in the process of renovating two

fields that are in the North Arlinaton side of
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Bergen County ParKk.

One field has been cl osed due to
serious drainage problem | think a lot of you have
tried to use that in the past and that just doesn't
work. That field is going to be renovated but it
won't be renovated until next year. The drainage
probl emwon't be addressed. And, of course, that
will be a very profound expense to the county, but
they do want to have that avail abl e.

Keeping in mnd though, they are
county facilities and permts are required.

|"ve heard a ot of comments tonight
about sone of these fields are all sewed up by
certain groups and certain | eagues. Wll, that's
sonmething that | think we got to take a | ook at
also. So we have to take a | ook at a nunber of
t hese issues.

Qur recreation director, M. Hermann,
made nmention of the fact that sone alternatives are
bei ng exam ned.

Everyone on this governing body is
concerned about taking a |ook at the alternatives
because we don't want to put sonething in place in
the community that is going to result in a very

serious impact on the quality of life of the
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resi dents.

The residents are very acconmodati ng
fromwhat | can see in that nei ghborhood because of
the fact that the existing field is there already.
But the field can only be used during the daylight
hour s.

So now the question remains is if we
don't put lights in the field, where else do we go,
where do our young | adies go, where does the |eague
go to practice and play ganmes?

If we put lights in the facility,
there is a concern that the increased activity wll
have adverse parking effects, will have noise
effects.

Sonme of the conplaints that we
recei ved tonight were that sone of the youngsters
were not sensitive to the properties that are
existing there and there sone either property danage
or sone littering happening and a | ot of noi se.

That seens to be a continual issue that we heard
fromthe residents.

So we are keeping an open mnd to
this entire process and that is why we are doing
this, because in a community where we want to hear

from evervybody; it would be unfair to sav no. | t
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woul d be wi thout an infornmed judgnent, infornmed
community, and it would be unfair to say, yes, we're
going to go ahead and do it with conplete disregard
for the quality of life inpacts to the people of the
nei ghbor hood.

So this is an issue that has to be
t horoughl y exam ned by the governing body. And I
think, very inportantly, we have to | ook for
alternatives. And that's what we're in the process
of doi ng now.

So the governing body will not act on
any proposal this evening until they have an
opportunity to weigh all of the effects and all of
the positive and negative inpacts this would have
for both the softball teans and people of the
communi ty.

But |, speaking for nyself, want to
t hank you for joining us tonight.

| want to thank all of you for having
the concerns and I want to very nuch salute the
young | adies here fromthe | eague joining us tonight
and the coaches and the parents.

That's what community involvenent is
all about and I'mglad to see that. And I'mglad to

see the people fromr the conmunity.
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Sone of the things that were brought
to ny attention tonight | wasn't fully aware of
because they never reached ny desk, with respect to
noi se conplaints that go unanswered. But we wll
see that those conplaints are now addressed now t hat
t hey' ve cone before the governing body.

So I"'mgoing to ask if any of the
Council men would like to cormment further on any of

the hearing, citizens and this particular issue at

this tine.
Counci | man Bi anchi .
COUNCI LMAN BIANCHI : | |iked the coment
that Gary Burns made. |1'd |like to have Ji my

Hermann and M ke Tetto neet up tonight, nmake it a
point to see Dr. Stringam and see if schedul es can
be nmade.
| know the varsity baseball team uses

that field down there. But do they use it every
ni ght ?

MR. TETTO  Yes.

COUNCI LMAN BI ANCHI @ They do use it every
ni ght .

MR. TETTO.  Senior | eague baseball al so
plays and little | eague, they practice there.

COUNCI LMAN BIANCHI : Al riaht. Because
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sonetines | pass by and that field is dark. But I
don't know, if you could speak to Dr. Stringam
about maybe there is a schedule that you could use
it, Jinmmy is going to handle it.

MR. HERVANN: | will handle that.

COUNCI LMAN BI ANCHI : Can you handl e that?
Because if we could use that maybe just two nights a
week, Saturday and Sunday night, M ke, you know,
maybe Sat urday and Sunday night, until we can
rectify this problem that woul d be good.

Because when | was a kid, | played
softball on that field, too.

MR. TETTO. That was long tinme ago, Joe.
COUNCI LMAN BI ANCHI @ Yeah, Abrahamr Lincoln
was President, yeah, | know.

You know, you could play softbal
there, you'd just have to shorten the bases. As
long as the kids could practice. Maybe Sunday
afternoon. | don't think the varsity uses it Sunday
af ternoon, or Sunday around four or five.

If you could find the schedul e out,
you and Jimmy, the both of you, maybe you can use it
two nights a week and get these kids sone practice
time, until we can get that field down in Bergen

Countv fixed up because it is a ness.
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Li ke one of the people said here
toni ght, that maybe we can use those dogs, those
wooden dogs to keep the geese away, because it is --

PUBLI C SPEAKER: No, it doesn't work.

CCOUNCI LMAN BI ANCHI @ Doesn't work?

Vel l, anyway, we're trying. You
know, M ke, we're trying.

Al right. That's all | have to say.

MAYOR MASSA: Thank you, Council man.

MR. WALL: Council man Kear ney.

COUNCI LMAN KEARNEY:  Yes.

My daughter is in softball and many
of you know her, Tiffany Kearney.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN KEARNEY: | want all of you to
know that we are ultra sensitive to the needs of the
girls softball team W were just presented with
this issue maybe a little bit nore than two weeks to
go, not a lot of tine to really make deci sions.

And as sone of you may have known
fromsitting in other Council neetings or speaking
to us, we're facing an approxi mately
three-and-a-half mllion dollar deficit that is
going to be passed on to taxpayers.

Now, we're aoinag to try to make
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solutions here. | don't know if these solutions are
going to cone by April 12th when the season
officially gets started, but I want all the girls to
know, and | al so want the nei ghboring residences to
the field to know that we're sensitive to what this
governi ng body, the predecessors fromthis governing
body had agreed to, not to put lights in that field.

And we're trying to weigh the bal ance
and it's not so clear-cut where the needs of the
many maybe outwei gh the needs of the few.

But | think that maybe 1'I1l speak
just for nme and these are ny present thoughts. W
are going to try to get a solution.

| know that the rec director,

M. Hermann, and the people that are working with
him | know that the Council people, sone of the
concerned citizens, like Gary Burns, and all of you
comng up with great ideas, we're going to sonehow
try to shuffle the deck so that we can cone up with
a sol ution.

And | don't know that it is going to
be nade as quickly as maybe all of us would like it
to be nade.

So | just wanted to say thank you for

all vour comrents, especiallyvy the vouna | adies, and
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what ever we can do, we wll do that's wthin our
power. And thank you.

MAYOR MASSA: Thank you, Council man.

MR. WALL: Counci |l man Hughes.

COUNCI LMAN HUGHES: |'d like to reiterate
some of what Council man Kearney said. W are aware
of your concerns, everybody's concerns. Not only
the needs of the softball |eague, but the needs of
t he residents.

In the period of tinme that the two
weeks that this was first presented before the
Council, we have made attenpts to identify
properties within the Borough that could be
devel oped.

Most of the land in the Meadow ands

right nowthat is in the North Arlington area of the

Meadowl ands is owned by the EnCap/ Cherokee
Corporation and is in the process of being
transferred title back to the Meadow ands
Conmi ssi on.

Alot of this land then is going to
be sold for redevelopnent. So we're going to be
meeting with these devel opers who want to cone into
this town and see if they can get us sone fields

devel oped down there., take sone of that land that's
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there and try to get it devel oped for recreationa
pur poses.

It's probably the only land in North
Arlington that we could actually devel op and expand
our recreational facilities. So we are |ooking at
t hat .

W have al so | ooked at the field that
was originally designed to be part of the soccer
field. W' ve applied to Congressman Rot hman's
office for a grant, but our engineers tells us that
because of where that field is located, it's about a
$1.2 mllion project.

So we have applied to Congressnman
Rot hman's office for funding through the federal
stimul us package to try and develop that field al ong
the soccer field which has adequate parking right
Now.

W're also looking into land that the
Borough owns that is actually bel ow the soccer
field. So in tw weeks since this has first cone to
our attention, as a Council as a whole, we have nade
significant strides into looking into it.

But we do ask you to be patient
because these things are not going to be sol ved

by -- like Council man Kearney said -- they are not
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going to be solved by April 10th.

W do ask your indul gence; we do ask
your patience, and hopefully we're working very hard
to find a solution that everyone will be happy with
and everyone can |ive wth.

MAYOR MASSA: Thank you, Council man.

Anyone el se, any other nmenbers of the
Counci | ?

M. derk, continue with the agenda.

MR. WALL: Yes, Mayor, Council.

Resol ution 100-10 is a resolution
regardi ng executive session, "Wereas the Qpen
Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231 commts the
exclusion of the public froma neeting in certain
ci rcunst ances, and whereas the Mayor and Council is
of the opinion that such circunstances presently
exi st.

"And whereas the Mayor and Counci
w shes to discuss |egal opinion and advice with
regard to the requirenents the Borough nust foll ow
in regard to mnunicipal court.

Public rel ease of the discussion wll
only occur after council approval. Action nay or
may not occur after discussion.”

MAYOR MASSA: Mav | have a notion, please.

8/
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COUNCI LMAN HUGHES: |'Il introduce that.

MAYOR MASSA:  Mbtion by Council man Hughes.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yes.

MAYOR MASSA: Seconded by Council man
Johnson.

Call the roll.

MR. WALL: Council man Hughes?

COUNCI LMAN HUGHES:  Yes.

MR. WALL: Counci |l man Johnson?

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yes.

MR. WALL: Council man Kear ney?

COUNCI LMAN KEARNEY:  Yes.

MR. WALL: Councilman Tanelli is excused.

Counci | man Yanpagli a?

COUNCI LMAN YAMPAGLI A: Yes.
MR. WALL: You're now in executive
sessi on.

Ladi es and gentl enen, thank you very
much on behal f of the Mayor and Council for com ng
this evening. W wll take a five-m nute break.

Chil dren, have a good night's sleep
and we thank you fol ks, everyone for com ng.

(Wher eupon the public hearing was

concluded at 8:50 p.m)
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